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1895-97 Ladies’ Sweater 
This sweater pattern was originally published in the June 1897 issue of “The Delineator.” 
The pattern follows the outline for fashionable women’s wear of the time, with a snugly 
fitted waist and large leg-of-mutton sleeves. The tall collar is folded over and has button 
closures on each side. The wrists on the sleeves are turned back like cuffs. Two sleeve 
options are provided. The extremely curvy shape of this sweater suggests that it was 
worn over the typical Victorian corset and underwear of the time. 

An example of a sweater exactly like this can be found at the Met, accession number 
2009.300.1111. A similar sweater is at Historic Northampton and can be seen on the 
DAR Museum website. This example omits the waist detail and folded back cuffs, and 
adds stripes on the upper body, sleeves, and cuffs.  

Note: For your convenience, this PDF contains both the original directions from 1897 and 
modern knitting directions with updated terminology.  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Design Options: 

Two sleeve options are given.  The sleeve fullness is decreased by a combination of 
switching to smaller needles and knitting stitches together. View 1 shows the shape 
when flat, while View 2 shows the sweater as worn.  

  

View 1 (left): The puffed portion of the sleeve 
is 120 stitches wide and 16” long.  The 
decreases occur only at the underarm seam. 
The tight portion of the sleeve continues for 8” 
after the fullness is decreased.  

 

View 2 (right): The puffed portion of the 
sleeve is 150 stitches wide and 17” long.  The 
decreases occur evenly at the base of the puff, 
as well as at the underarm seam. The tight 
portion of the sleeve continues for 6” after the 
fullness is decreased.  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Sizing:  

This pattern is single size, created for a 34” bust, which is roughly a modern size 4-6. No 
other measurements are given in the original pattern.  

Modern size charts show sizes with a 34” bust have a 25-26” waist and a 36-37” hip. A 
corseted figure can have a waist size 2 or more inches smaller than the natural waist.  

Based on the number of stitches, the relative size of stitches in the images, and rough 
calculations for gauge, I estimate that the original sweater would fit someone with the 
approximate measurements of bust 34, waist 22, and hip 36.5.  

Making Adjustments for Overall Size: The pattern suggests you add or decrease 8 
stitches for every inch increase or decrease in bust measurement.  This same 
adjustment can be used at the hip. Please see the section on Gauge for additional 
information.  

Waist Adjustments: The waist is stitched wth the same number of stitches as the bust 
(212), but on smaller needles. You will need calculate the needle size that will provide 
your desired waist measurement.  

  

Sleeve Adjustments: The upper sleeves are quite full (approximately 25” around) and 
may not need any adjustment for most sizes. The narrow lower portion of the sleeve 
may need to be adjusted for width by changing the number of rows where you 
decrease, or by changing your needle size.  

The folded back cuff allows for some variation on sleeve length. However, if you are tall 
or petite, you may find that you need to lengthen or shorten the sleeve.  

Additional Measurements: No lengths are given in the original pattern. When the 
image is enlarged to match the above measurements, the length of the front is 
approximately 19”. The hem is approximately 5” below the natural waist. The sleeve 
length is approximately 23.75”.  
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Additional Notes: 

This is a pattern from 1897 and should be treated like any other vintage pattern. Beware 
that tools, materials, and terminology have changed greatly over the years. This pattern 
may require more testing and swatches than is usual for a modern knitting pattern.  

The original instructions have been provided for your reference, along with instructions 
with modern terminology. Whenever possible, I have noted where there may be 
possible errors in the original pattern. However, Romantic Recollections is not 
responsible for any errors in the original pattern published in 1897. 

The quantities given are for the yarns used in the sweaters illustrated. Finer or coarser 
yarns may be used, but you must calculate the quantity of yarn required and the 
number of stitches to be cast on. 

The shoulders of the sweaters may be bound together instead of being sewed. If you 
are experienced with knitting garments, the fronts and backs may be knit in one piece, 
beginning either the front or the back at the lower edge and finishing the other half at 
the corresponding lower edge.  

Instructions for both sweaters begin at the lower edge.  
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Materials: 

• Fourteen ounces of white knitting worsted (to make 34” bust shown in images).  

• 16 buttons, size not specified.  1/2” buttons suggested. 

Needles: 

The original pattern does not list exact sizes or gauges for the needles used. Use the 
size needle that gives you the approximate gauges below, or that give the gauge needed 
to fit your measurements. See the Sizing section for additional calculations.  

• "No. 12 steel knitting needles” - use a size that gives approximately 9-10 rib knit 
stitches per inch. 

• “Fine ivory needles” - use a size that gives approximately 6 rib knit stitches per inch.  

• “Fine steel knitting needles” - use a size that gives approximately 12 rib knit stitches 
per inch 

The body of the sweater is knitted with the No. 12 knitting needles. 

The upper part of the sleeve is knitted with the ivory needles. 

The lower part of the sleeve, the neck, and the waistband are knitted with the fine steel 
knitting needles. 
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Gauge:  

Note: The original pattern does not list gauges for this pattern. Three different needle sizes 
are listed, and will each have their own gauge. The measurements below are a best guess, 
and should be double checked with your own measurements.  

For the Body: The pattern indicates that you should increase or decrease 8 stitches per 
inch of difference in bust measurement. It can be inferred that the gauge when when 
worn is 8 stitches per inch, when using Victorian No. 12 needles.  

The original pattern has 212 stitches at the bust. Calculating 8 stitches per inch would 
give the sweater a flat bust measurement of approximately 26.5 inches. This means 
there is approximately 4.25 inches of negative ease (or stretch) in the finished garment. 
When worn, the bust measurement is approximately 20-25% larger than when it is 
laying flat.  

Given these numbers, your actual gauge for the body of the sweater will probably fall 
between 10-12 rib knit stitches per inch. A generous sample swatch is recommended 
so you can determine the appropriate gauge for your desired size and amount of ease.  

For the Waist, Collar, and Lower Sleeves: these are knitted with “fine steel needles.” In 
the image of the sweater, this appears to give the sleeves a gauge of approximately 12 
rib knit stitches per inch when relaxed. 

The neck is created with 156 stitches. Stitched at 12 rib knit stitches per inch, this would 
give a collar measurement of approximately 13”. The average female neck 
measurement is 13.5”. This gauge allows for a small degree of stretch when worn.  

The waist is created with the same 212 stitches as the bust, but on smaller needles. If 
this is calculated at 12 rib knit stitches per inch, it gives a waist measurement of 17.6”, 
which when worn would equate to an approximately 22” corseted waist.  

The lower sleeves have 65 stitches after all decreases are made. At a gauge of 12 rib knit 
stitches per inch, this is approximately 5.4” around for the lower 6” of the sleeve. If the 
cuff is folded back 2”, this would accommodate a lower forearm measurement of 
approximately 6.75”, measured 4” above the wrist. The average female wrist is 6”.  

For the Puffed Sleeves: these are knitted with “fine ivory needles.”  In the image of the 
sweater, this appears to give a gauge of approximately 6 rib knit stitches per inch 
when relaxed. Increasing or decreasing this measurement would change the size of the 
sleeve puffs.  
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Terminology 
k - knit  

p - purl 

k 2 tog - knit two together 

yo - wrap the yarn over the needle 

sl - slip a stitch from the left needle to the right needle without knitting it.  

sl and b - slip and bind. Slip one stitch, knit the next.  Pass the slipped stitch over the 
knit stitch as in binding off work.  

“Rib” means: k 1, p 1 across on right side.  On wrong side, knit the purled stitches and 
purl the knitted ones to keep the pattern.  

To Bind or Cast Off - Either slip or knit the first stitch; knit the next; pass the first or 
slipped stitch over the second, and repeat as far as directed.  

Row - knitting once across the work when but two needles are used.  

Round - knitting once around the work when four or more needles are used, as in a 
sock or stocking. 

Repeat - this means to work designated rows, rounds, or portions of work as many 
times as directed.  

Directions for “fancy pattern”: 

This pattern consists of two rows of 2x2 ribbing followed by another two rows of 2x2 
ribbing that are offset by two stitches to create a checkerboard effect.  Any decorative 
pattern or ribbing of your choosing may be used, as long as you transition correctly 
back into the established rib knit pattern.  

First row: k 2, p 2.  

Second row: Knit the purled stitches and purl the knitted ones.   

Third row: p 2, k 2.  

Fourth row: Knit the purled stitches and purl the knitted ones.  
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Modern Directions: 

To Make the Front Body: 

Cast on 116 stitches. Work in fancy stitch for 1 3/4”. Knit in 1x1 rib stitch for 5 rows.  

Note: The next section takes in stitches at the waist while adding length below the waistband. 
Shorten or lengthen here as needed. If you have more or less of an hourglass figure, you can 
also add or remove decreases to adjust the hip to waist ratio.  

Next, * k 1, p 1, k 3 tog, rib across to within 5 stitches, k 3 tog, p 1, k 1 *. 

Repeat between stars every third row four more times.  

Continue in 1x1 rib knit for 4 rows.   

Knit 4 rows in fancy stitch. 

Switch to smaller needles that give you the correct gauge for your waist. Rib knit 
for 2 1/4 inches.  

Switch back to the needles you are using for the body of the sweater. Make 4 rows 
in fancy stitch.  

Rib knit for 11 inches. Make 8 rows of fancy stitch, making button-holes in the second 
row, as follows: 

Work 2, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work across to 
within 16 stitches stitches of the other end.  Note: the original says 18 stitches, 
but only gives directions for working 16 stitches at the other end of the row.  

Make 3 more button-holes as follows: 

 Sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work 2.  

Turn and work back across the row in fancy stitch, putting 2 yo wherever two stitches 
were bound off in previous row.  

This should look like: work 2, yo 2, work 4, yo 2, work 4, yo 2, work across to 
within 10 stitches of the other end, yo 2, work 4, yo 2, work 4, yo 2, work 2. 
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When the 8 rows of fancy pattern are finished, switch to the smaller needles you 
used for the waist.  Bind off 14 stitches, rib across to within 14 stitches before the end, 
and bind off 14 stitches. This will form the shoulder edges.  

Note: The above directions may include an error. You only bind off 14 stitches, which is very 
narrow for the shoulder. This is also fewer stitches than used to make the buttonholes, even 
though all the buttons are clearly visible on the shoulder. The underlap that you make later is 
about 3” long, so the shoulder should also be about 3” long. You may need to adjust the 
number of bound off stitches to make a reasonable shoulder/collar area.  

Rib knit back and forth with the remaining stitches for 4 1/4 inches, to form the collar. 
Make four buttonholes along each edge, three-fourths of an inch apart.  

On each buttonhole row, work 2, sl and bind 2, work across to within 4 stitches 
of the end, sl and bind 2, work 2.  On the following row, work 2, yo 2, work 
across to within 2 stitches of the end, yo 2, work 2.  

Knit 3 rows of fancy stitch.  In row 4, make a 5th buttonhole at each edge by working 2, 
sl and bind 2, work across to within 4 stitches of the end, sl and bind 2, work 2.  On row 
5, work 2, yo 2, work across to within 2 stitches of the end, yo 2, work 2. Knit 3 more 
rows of fancy stitch. Bind off loosely.  

To Make the Back Body: 

Knit exactly like the front, omitting buttonholes. Sew buttons to the shoulder and collar 
edges to correspond with the buttonholes in the front portion. Sew the three buttons 
closest to the neck edge to the inside of the collar, so that when the collar is turned over 
the buttons will be on the outside.  

To Make the Underlap: Switch to the same needles you used for the collar. Create 
2 rectangles of ribbing about 3 inches long and 1 1/4 inches wide, to use as an underlap. 
Sew one of these rectangles along the button side of the shoulder closing on each side, 
so that it sits neatly under the buttonhole side when closed.  
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Assembling the Body: 

Lay the right sides of the front and back portions together with the side and lower 
edges even.  Starting at the lower edge, sew them together for 15 1/2 inches. Lap the 
shoulder edges of the front body-portion over those of the back body-portion and tack 
the parts together at the arm’s-eye edges only. Reinforce the edges of the button-holes 
with whip stitches.  

To Make the Sleeve of  View 1: 

Cast 120 stitches with needles that give a gauge of 6 stitches per inch.  Rib very loosely 
for 16 inches. Knit four rows in fancy stitch.  

Switch to the needles you used for the waist and neckline. Work back and forth as 
follows: *k 1, k 2 tog, rib across to within 3 stitches, k 2 tog, p 1, turn, rib knit back 
across*. Repeat between stars until 30 stitches have been decreased on each side.  

Rib for 8 inches. Bind off.  

Assembling Sleeve 1:  

Sew the lower part of the sleeve together up to the fancy pattern, plus an additional 2 
1/2 inches. Create a box pleat at the center top of the sleeve. Create four pleats on each 
side of the box pleat, with the pleats facing away from center.  

Sew the sleeve in, placing the center of the box pleat at the shoulder seam, and the 
seam of the sleeve at the underarm sleeve.  

To Make the Sleeve of View 2: 

Cast on 150 stitches with needles that give a gauge of 6 stitches per inch. Rib very 
loosely for 17 inches.  Make 4 rows in fancy stitch.  

Switch to the needles you used for the waist and neckline. Rib knit one row, decreasing 
every 10th stitch by knitting two stitches together.  

Next row: *k 1, k 2 tog, rib across to within three stitches, k 2 tog, p 1, turn. Rib knit back 
across*; repeat between stars until 35 stitches have been decreased on each side.  

Knit for six inches. Bind off.  
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Assembling Sleeve 2:  

Sew the lower part of the sleeve together up to the fancy pattern, plus an additional 8 
inches. Create a box pleat at the center top of the sleeve. Create four pleats on each 
side of the box pleat, with the pleats facing away from center.  

Sew the sleeve in, placing the center of the box pleat at the shoulder seam, and the 
seam of the sleeve at the underarm sleeve.  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Original 1897 Instructions  
k. - knit plain 

p. - purl, or as it is often called, seam. 

pl. - plain knitting. 

n. - narrow 

k 2 to. - knit two together. Same as n.  

th o or o. - throw the thread over the needle. 

Make one - Method 1) make a stitch thus: throw the thread in front of the needle and 
knit the next stitch in the ordinary manner. In the next row or round, this throw-over, or 
put-over as it is frequently called, is used as a stitch.  Method 2) knit one and purl one 
out of a stitch.  

To Knit Crossed - insert needle I the back of the stitch and knit as usual.  

sl. - slip a stitch from the left needle to the right needle without knitting it.  

sl and b - slip and bind. Slip one stitch, knit the next; pass the slipped stitch over the knit 
stitch as in binding off work.  

To Bind or Cast Off - Either slip or knit the first stitch; knit the next; pass the first or 
slipped stitch over the second, and repeat as far as directed.  

Row - knitting once across the work when but two needles are used.  

Round - knitting once around the work when four or more needles are used, as in a 
sock or stocking. 

Repeat - this means to work designated rows, rounds, or portions of work as many 
times as directed.  

* Stars or asterisks mean, as mentioned wherever they occur, that the details given 
between them are to be repeated as many times as directed before going on with those 
details which follow the next star. As an example: *K2, p 1, th o, and repeat twice more 
from * (or last *) means that you are to knit as follows: k 2, p 1, th o; k 2, p 1, th o; k 2, p 
1, th o, this repeating the k 2, p 1, th o twice more after making it the first time, making it 
three times in all before proceeding with the next part go the direction.  
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Suggestions concerning the making of sweaters: 

To make sweaters larger or smaller than the ones described in this article, add or 
decrease 8 stitches for every inch increase or decrease beyond or under the breast 
measures given.  

The quantities here given are for the yarns used in the sweaters illustrated. Finer or 
coarser yarns may be used, but in this event the knitter must use her own judgement as 
to the quantity of yarn she will require and the number of stitches to be cast on.  

The “fancy pattern” used in making these sweaters is the ordinary block pattern, made 
thus: 

First row: k 2, p 2.  

Second row: Work back, knitting the purled stitches and purling the knitted ones.  

Third row: p 2, k 2. (Original instructions/: Same as first row, except that you purl the two 
knitted stitches and knit the two purled ones to form the block.) 

Fourth row: Like second. 

Any fancy stitch preferred to the one described may be used, but care must be taken to 
keep the ribs as we have directed.  

“Rib” means: k 1, p 1 across; work back on wrong side, knitting the purled stitches and 
purling the knitted ones to keep the pattern.  

The shoulders of the sweaters may be bound together instead of being sewed, if 
preferred; or, if the worker is accustomed to knitting garments, she may knit the fronts 
and backs in one piece, beginning either the front or the back at the lower edge and 
finishing the other half at the corresponding lower edge.  

All of the sweaters here described are begun at the lower edge.  
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Ladies’ and Misses’ Sweaters 

34 inches bust measure 

Figures Nos. 1 and 2:  

These sweaters are both knitted by the following instructions, as the two are exactly 
alike except the sleeves. The difference is clearly illustrated by the engravings. The wrists 
are simply turned back like cuffs. Directions for each style of sleeve will be given.  

Figure No. 2 shows the sweater as worn, while figure No. 1 shows its shape before such 
adjustment.  

Fourteen ounces of white knitting worsted, 16 buttons, fine ivory needles, No. 12 steel 
knitting needles, and fine steel knitting needles are required in making each of these 
sweaters. The upper part of the sleeve is knitted with the ivory needles; the lower part 
of the sleeve, the neck, and the close part about the waist with the fine steel knitting 
needles, and the rest of the sweater with No. 12 knitting needles.  

To Make the Front Body Portion: 

Cast on 116 stitches; work in fancy stitch for 1 3/4”. Now rib for 5 rows.  

*Next, k 1, p 1, k 3 together, rib across to within 5 stitches, k 3 together, p 1, k 1 * 

Repeat between stars every third row for four times more; then rib for 4 rows more.  4 
rows fancy. 

Now rib with the fine needles for 2 1/4 inches. Then with the No. 12 needles make 4 
rows of fancy pattern.  

Rib for 11 inches; then 8 rows of fancy pattern, making button-holes in the second row, 
as follows: 

Work 2, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work across to within 
18 stitches of the other end; then make 3 more button-holes as follows: sl and bind 2, 
work 4, sl and bind 2, work 4, sl and bind 2, work 2. Turn, work back and put thread over 
twice wherever two stitches were bound off in previous row.  
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When the 8 rows of fancy pattern are made, use the fie needles, bind off 14 stitches, rib 
across to within 14, and bind them off; this will form the shoulder edges. Rib back and 
forth with the remaining stitches 4 1/4 inches, to form the collar, making four button-
holes by the method just described along each edge, making them two stitches back of 
the edge and three-fourths of an inch apart.  

Then knit 8 fancy rows, and in the fourth row of it at each edge make a 5th buttonhole. 
Bind off loosely.  

To Make the Back Body Portion: 

Knit exactly like the front and sew buttons to the shoulder and collar edges to 
correspond with the button-holes in the front portion, sewing the three upper ones at 
each edge of the inside of the collar portion, so that when the collar is turned over the 
buttons will be on the outside.  

Make an underlap (in ribbing) about 3 inches long and 1 1/4” wide, and sew under the 
button side of the shoulder closing, after the method of an ordinary underlap.  

Assembling the Body: 

Lay the right sides of the portions together with the side and lower edges even, and sew 
them together from the lower edges for the depth of 15 1/2 inches. Also lap the 
shoulder edges of the front body-portion over those of the back body-portion and tack 
the parts together at the arm’s-eye edges only. Finish the edges of the button-holes with 
over and over stitches to make them strong.  

To Make the Sleeve of Figure No. 1: 

Cast 120 stitches on the ivory needles and rib very loosely for 16 inches. Knit four rows 
fancy pattern.  

With the fine needles, work back and forth thus: *k 1, n, rib across to within 3 stitches, 
narrow, p 1, turn, rib back*; repeat between stars till 30 stitches are narrowed off on 
each side. Rib for 8 inches more and bind off.  

RR120 - 1895-97 Ladies’ Sweater Copyright 2017, Romantic Recollections, LLC



Assembling Sleeve No 1:  

Sew the lower part of the sleeve together to the fancy pattern, and from there sew it up 
for 2 1/2 inches more. Lay the top of the sleeve in a box-plait and four side plaits at each 
side, turning from the box plait.  

Sew the sleeve in, placing the center of the box-plait at the shoulder seam, and the 
seam of the sleeve at the underarm sleeve.  

To Make the Sleeve of Figure No. 2: 

Use the ivory needles and cast on 150 stitches. Rib very loosely for 17 inches; next, 
make 4 rows of fancy knitting.  

Now use the fine needles and rib one row, narrowing every 10th stitch by knitting two 
stitches together.  

Next row: *k 1, n, rib across to within three stitches, n, p 1, turn, rib back*; repeat 
between stars ; rib thus till 35 stitches are narrowed off on each side; then knit for six 
inches more, and bind off.  

Assembling Sleeve No 2:  

Sew the lower part of the sleeve together to the fancy pattern; also sew it together from 
the fancy pattern for eight inches more. Lay the top of the sleeve in a box-plait and four 
side plaits at each side, turning from the box plait.  

Sew the sleeve in, placing the center of the box-plait at the shoulder seam, and the 
seam of the sleeve at the underarm sleeve.  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Romantic Recollections, LLC License 
• Purchase of any Romantic Recollections, LLC embroidery or needlework design grants the 

end user a single use license.  You may not rent, lease, trade, sell, or copy these designs, or 
alter these designs for sale. You are permitted to personally create embroidered products for 
sale to the public.  

• These designs, images, and instructions are owned and copyrighted by Romantic 
Recollections, LLC and are protected under United States copyright laws and international 
treaties. By copyrighting our designs, we are protecting our best interests as well as yours. 
Romantic Recollections, LLC will prosecute any copyright infringements to the fullest extent of 
the law. 
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